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BATTLE OF THE BOOKS RESOURCES 

To support your teams as they prepare for this year’s Battle of the Books, SLS has 
created 4 TeachingBooks Booklists,  that will provide “battlers” with additional 

resources for each title, including author websites, interviews, lesson plans, etc. 

Grade 3-4 Titles     Grade 5-6 Titles     Middle School Titles     High School Titles 

Happy Battling! 

SIMPLE LIBRARY ADVOCACY THAT’S EASY 
Something to think about when your next book order arrives...host a “Bagles and Books” 
breakfast in the library with the books on display. (With apologies to Kevin Costner—”If 
you feed them they will come”) This little investment (get donut holes instead) can generate 
lots of traffic and good feelings about the library. You are showing the teachers that you 
have been listening when they talk about the topics they are teaching and you have resources for their 
students. Halloween (for your summer orders) and St. Patrick’s day (with the live stream of the parade 
from Dublin on) for your orders during the year will work.  
This same idea was in a blog post at Knowledge Quest (AASL) this week. 
 http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/advocate-food-5-reasons-host-bagels-books/ 
 

MORE ON THE TOPIC OF FAKE NEWS—FROM AASL 
http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/news-or-not/ 
 

CODING 
ALA's Office for Information Technology Policy just released a new video in collabo-
ration with and funded by Roger Rosen. The video is part of the Libraries: Ready to 
Code project. It highlights all of the work that school and public libraries have been 
doing around computer science and makerspaces and positions is for future success 
for policy makers. Please share his with your networks. 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=vFBZz9_TVXc 

DPLA AND LOC ANNOUNCE NEW COLLABORATION 

Digital Public Library of America and Library of Congress announce new collaborations. The Library of 

Congress today signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Digital Public Library of Ameri-

ca to become a Content Hub and will ultimately share a significant portion of its rich digital resources 

with DPLA’s database of digital content records.  

The first batch of records will include 5,000 items from three major Library of Congress map collections - 

The Revolutionary War,  Civil War, and panoramic maps.   

“The Library of Congress’s extraordinary resources will be exponentially more available to everyone in 
the United States through DPLA. This partnership will benefit everyone, from curious thinkers to scholars,” 

said Amy Ryan, President of DPLA’s Board of Directors. 

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 

https://www.teachingbooks.net/ql9xwak
https://www.teachingbooks.net/ql3wg7q
https://www.teachingbooks.net/qlutdsj
https://www.teachingbooks.net/ql77wk7
http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/advocate-food-5-reasons-host-bagels-books/
http://knowledgequest.aasl.org/news-or-not/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=vFBZz9_TVXc
https://www.loc.gov/collections/american-revolutionary-war-maps/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/civil-war-maps/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/panoramic-maps/about-this-collection/
http://www.citiboces.org/sls
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STUDENT RESEARCH AWARDS CONTEST 
The New York State Archives invites students statewide to enter 
the 27th Annual Student Research Awards Contest. The contest is 
open to all New York State students in grades 4 – 12 who use 
historical records in their research projects. The deadline for 
entries is July 1, 2017. Three awards will be presented in the 
fall of 2017.  
 
“The Student Research Award program encourages students to 
go beyond textbooks to access the real documents of history,” 
said State Archivist Thomas Ruller. “These valuable historical 
resources can be found in every community across the state and 
in every family. These historical resources contain first-hand in-
formation about the past that engages students and allows them 
to do the same work as professional historians.” 
 
The Student Research Awards Contest is designed to encourage 
students to explore the wealth of historical records found across 
New York State and to increase cooperation between schools 
and organizations that manage historical records. The State 
Archives encourages students to explore the historical records 
located in their communities by visiting county, city, town and 
village clerk’s offices; public libraries; historical societies; and 
businesses. Examples of historical records include letters, diaries, 
photographs, board meeting minutes, police and court records, 
ledgers, census records, deeds, and wills. The State Archives has 
a variety of instructional videos showcasing how to find and use 
historical records on its website. 
 
Participating in the Student Research Award program provides 
teachers and students with the opportunity to develop research 
questions and then conduct research to answer those questions. It 
allows students to choose topics that interest them and lets them 
put into practice the skills they will need for successful comple-
tion of state assessments, success in college and in a career, such 
as: synthesis and analysis of information, making generaliza-
tions, identifying enduring themes in history, and developing conclusions based on evidence. 
 
Individual students and groups of students may submit projects to the contest. Eligible projects include: computer-based entries such as 
websites or PowerPoint presentations; exhibits; documentaries; performances; proposals for a historical marker, property or district; 
and traditional research papers.  
 
All students must use historical records, as well as other primary and secondary sources, in their research, and each entry must be ac-
companied by an annotated bibliography that briefly describes how each source was used and how it contributed to the project. 
Projects must be nominated by teachers or administrators in the school attended by the student(s). Community members, such as munic-
ipal historians and public librarians, may also nominate students. Entries from home-schooled students are welcome. 
 
Three awards are presented each year; one for grades 4-5, grades 6-8, and grade 9-12. The awards consist of a framed certifi-
cate, a cash award, and an invitation to an awards ceremony in Albany. Certificates of Merit are awarded to students, other than the 
winners, whose projects are exemplary.  
 
The Student Research Awards are supported by the Laura and Robert Chodos endowment, private contributions, and special grants 
raised by the New York State Archives Partnership Trust, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization committed to ensuring that the New York 
State Archives records are preserved and available for future generations. 
 
The New York State Archives is a program of the State Education Department’s Office of Cultural Education. Located on Madison 
Avenue in Albany, the Archives is open Monday through Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. except on legal holidays. Further infor-
mation can be obtained by calling (518) 474-6926 or visiting the Archives’ website at http://www.archives.nysed.gov/ 

 

http://www.archives.nysed.gov/
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GREAT SITE 

Please check this site out. http://pbskids.org/apps/ 

 

BEST BOOKS FOSR 2016 

Visit here for the Center for the Study of Multicultural Children's Literature's list of best books for 2016. We will be ordering all that 

are available in OverDrive. Enjoy!  

POST FROM HILDA WISEBURG 

https://hildakweisburg.com/2016/12/12/on-libraries-are-you-a-distrupter/ 

 

http://pbskids.org/apps/
http://www.csmcl.org/best-books-2016
https://hildakweisburg.com/2016/12/12/on-libraries-are-you-a-distrupter/

